
  

  
  

 
QUARANTINE FORMALITIES TO BE FOLLOWED 

AT AIRPORTS AND PORTS IN SRI LANKA  

 

Quarantine Unit of Ministry of Health is a main partner involved in maintaining border 

health security in Sri Lanka. The main responsibility of this unit is to protect Sri Lanka by 

the prevention of the spread of diseases into the country and to protect, prevent and 

control of international spread of diseases and other public health risks specially the Public 

Health Emergency of International Concern while avoiding unnecessary interference with 

international Traffic and Trade. 

 
Quarantine Unit is a 24/7 unit, which is the Co-National Focal Point of International Health 

Regulations -2005 in Sri Lanka. 

 
Following Units are under the Quarantine Unit of Ministry of Health 
 

a) Public Health Offices at International Airports in Sri Lanka: 
 

Bandaranaike International Airport, Mahinda Rajapaksa International Airport-Mattala, 

Jaffna International Airport, Colombo (Rathmalana) International Airport 

 
b) Public Health Offices at International Ports in Sri Lanka: 
 

Colombo, Galle, Hambantota, Trincomalee and Norochcholei Ports 
 
c) Assistant Port Health Office at Medical Research Institute:  
 

Give internationally recommended Yellow fever, Meningococcal and Polio Vaccines for 

travellers  

 
d) Immigration Health Unit: 
 

Ministry of Health with IOM conducts screening of resident visa applicants for Malaria, 

Filariasis, Tuberculosis and HIV. Immigration Health Unit of Quarantine Unit refers the 

screen positive applicants to relevant Public Health Campaigns and monitor their 

follow up. 

 

In addition to routine activities, Quarantine Unit and Airport/Port Health Offices of this unit 

conduct special activities during global outbreak of COVID-19. 

 

 



 
Activities done by Airport Health Offices of Quarantine Unit  

during Corona Outbreak 

 
a) Check body temperature of travellers arriving to Sri Lanka through airports 

 
b) If the passengers are having high fever or any other symptom suspected of Severe 

Acute respiratory illness, transfer them to identified hospitals 

 
c) If there are ill travellers in the flight, doctors of Airport Health office will go in to the 

flight and take necessary action 

 
d) Health Declaration Form (HDF) is filled by all the disembarking travellers and if 

suspected or ill travellers are identified, they are transferred to identified hospitals 

 
e) Travellers arriving from China and South Korea are directed through identified gates of 

the airport and do the screening 

 
f) Filled HDF are sent to Disaster Preparedness Unit where they enter the details of 

travellers arriving from China and South Korea and send to Epidemiology Unit. 

Epidemiology Unit sends these details to relevant Medical Officers of Health where 

they do the field surveillance and observation of travellers up to 14 days 

 
g) Educate travellers on COVID-19 

 
h) Announcement to educate passengers was given to all flights through Civil Aviation 

Authority 

 
i) Video clips and posters to educate travellers are displayed and leaflets are issued to 

arriving travellers  

 
j) These activities are done with the assistance of AASL and Civil Aviation Authority of Sri 

Lanka 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activities done by Port Health Offices of Quarantine Unit  

during Corona Outbreak 

 
a) Get the Health Status report of each ship 24 hours before and decide whether to give 

permission to berth and Maritime General Declaration on Health from ships 

 
b) Check body temperature of travellers arriving to Sri Lanka through ports 

 
c) If the traveller are having high fever or any other symptom suspected of Severe Acute 

respiratory illness, transfer them to identified hospitals 

 
d) If there are ill travellers in the ships, doctors of Port Health office will go in to the ship 

and take necessary action 

 
e) Health Declaration Form (HDF) is filled by all the disembarking travellers and if 

suspected or ill travellers are identified, they are transferred to identified hospitals. 

 
f) Filled HDF of travellers arriving from China and South Korea within 14 days of 

departing from these countries are entered into a database by Port Health Staff and 

send to Epidemiology Unit. Epidemiology Unit sends these details to relevant Medical 

Officers of Health where they do the field surveillance and observation up to 14 days 

 
g) Educate travellers on COVID-19 

 
h) Crew changes (disembark and embark) are happening at Off Port Limits (OPL) and 

once the disembarked crew is brought to the ports, they undergo similar screening. 

Also, Port staff who are involved with OPL activities are instructed to take protective 

measures when disembarking/ embarking crew at OPL 

 
These activities are done with the assistance of SLPA of Sri Lanka 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sri Lanka Embassy, Rome, Italy 








